
Iowa Secondary Roads – a forecast 

An analysis of trends and potential outcomes from 2017 to 2037. 

The following set of graphs and tables portray the results of a twenty year  ‘look-ahead’  projection of Iowa population, 

housing, agricultural production and traffic trends.  The goal of the effort was to develop a picture of where things 

appear to be headed and present them as a basis of debate and discussion. 

The model behind the projection was developed by the ICEA Service Bureau using methods previously developed in 

Iowa Highway Research Board project TR-608.   It uses fundamentals like population, corn production, loads per truck to 

predict traffic loads for earth, granular, hard surface and paved county roads. 

Notes Analysis 

Both urban and 
rural 
populations will 
grow, but at 
different rates 

 
 

The mix of 
farmsteads and 
rural residences 
will shift. 
 
There will be 
fewer but larger 
farmsteads. 
 
The number of 
rural residences 
will increase but 
not by enough 
to prevent an 
overall decline 
in rural 
households. 
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Agricultural 
production will 
increase. 
 
Ag-industry 
yield growth 
will lead to 
substantial 
increases in 
harvests. 

 
 
 
 
 

Traffic on 
county roads 
will both grow 
and change, 
shifting more to 
paved roads, 
but will some 
increase on 
gravel, too. 

 
 

System 
configuration 
won’t change 
much. 
 
Although the 
expected traffic 
growth will 
support 
maintaining an 
extensive 
network, total 
miles will slowly 
decline. 

 
 
 

Bridges 
 
Low use 
structures on 
earth and 
granular roads 
will get closed.   

 
 
The remaining structures will become longer (for flood conveyance) and wider (for safety and to 
accommodate ever larger farm equipment).   

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

90,000

100,000

2
0

1
7

2
0

1
8

2
0

1
9

2
0

2
0

2
0

2
1

2
0

2
2

2
0

2
3

2
0

2
4

2
0

2
5

2
0

2
6

2
0

2
7

2
0

2
8

2
0

2
9

2
0

3
0

2
0

3
1

2
0

3
2

2
0

3
3

2
0

3
4

2
0

3
5

2
0

3
6

2
0

3
7

Paved

Hd Sfc

Granular

Earth



Funding will 
grow over time 
 
As the chart 
shows, 
revenues come 
from a variety 
of sources, but 
property tax 
and road use 
tax remain the 
primary 
resources. 

 
 

But it won’t 
keep up with 
cost inflation 
 
The 2016 fuel 
tax increase 
achieves near 
parity with 
needs for a 
short while, and 
then the long 
term problem 
of costs 
inflating faster 
than revenue 
growth will 
return. 
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